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* Annual migration data from the American
Commnunity Survey and the Puerto Rico Community
Survey

INTRODUCTION

« These are not the official annual migration data
reported by the Census Bureau Estimates Program




Period

1899-1910
1910-1920
1920-1930
1930-1940
1940-1950
1950-1960
1960-1970
1970-1980
1980-1990
1990-2000
2000-2010
2010-2020

Puerto Rico Net Migration

1859-2020
Net Migration Rate
Net Migrants % 1,000 Population
-2,000 -1.9
-11,000 -9.1
-42,000 -29.5
-18,000 -10.5
-151,000 -74.0
-470,000 -206.1
-214,000 -84.6
-65,817 -22.3
-116,571 -34.7
-111,336 -30.4
-116,103 -30.8

-455,928 -130.0



Puerto Rican Migration Flows, 2005-2022%

Out- Net Interstate In-migrants
Year migrants In-migrants migration in-migrants from abroad
2005 46,406 42,034 —4.372 34,088 7,946
2006 65,268 35,742 -29,526 30,499 5,243
2007 59,532 32,230 -27,302 26,872 5,358
2008 58,424 41,480 -16,944 35,761 5719
2009 61,254 39,177 -22,077 34,077 5,100
2010 60,629 40,802 -19,827 34,857 5,945
2011 74,331 24,361 —49,970 19,089 5272
2012 67,107 23,228 —43,879 19,188 4,040
2013 75,522 28,697 -46,825 23,554 5,143
2014 86,664 21,324 —65,340 18,565 2,759
2015 90,605 28,289 -62,316 22,919 5,370
2016 90,193 23811 -66,382 21,056 2,755
2017 90,150 23,465 —66,685 20,706 2,759
2018 129,438 23,291 —106,147 20,386 2,905
2019 62,558 37,374 —25,184 31,004 6,370
2021 52,966 28,721 —24,245 26,220 2,501
2022 40,374 30,099 -10,275 26,022 4,077

* 2020 data not available
Source: American Community Survey (ACS) and Puerto Rico Community Survey (PRCS)
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Puerto Rico and the 50 States™*, 2005-2022**%
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Number of Interstate Out-Migrants
Puerto Rice and the 50 States=®, 2005-=-2022%%*
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Number of Interstate Out-Migrants
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Number of Interstate In-Migrants
Puerto Rice and the 50 States=®, 2005-=-2022%%*
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Number of Interstate In-Migrants
Buerto Rico and ‘the 50 States™, 2005=2022%*
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Number of Net Interstate Migrants

Puerto Rico and the 50 States¥,

2005=2022**
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Number of Net Interstate Migrants
Puerto Rico and the 50 States*, Z005=2022%*
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Number of In-Migrants from Abroad
Puerto Rice and the 50 States=®, 2005-=-2022%%*
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Number of In-Migrants from Abroad
Buerto Rico and ‘the 50 States™, 2005=2022%**
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Interstate Out-Migrants x 1,000 Population
Puerto Rice and the 50 States*, 2005-2022*%*
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Interstate Out-Migrants x 1,000 Population
Puerto Rice and the 50 States*, 2005-2022*%*
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Intersate In-Migrants x 1,000 Population
Puerto Rice and the 50 States*, 2005-2022*%*
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Intersate In-Migrants x 1,000 Population
Puerto Rieo and the 30 States*, 2005-20Z272*%*
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Interstate Net Migrants x 1,000 Population
Puerto Rico: and the 50 States®™, Z005=—2072%*
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Interstate Net Migrants x 1,000 Population
Puerto Rico and the 50 States™, ZU05—2072**
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In-Migrants from Abroad x 1,000 Population
Puerto Rico and the 50 States*, 2005-2022**
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In-Migrants from Abroad x 1,000 Population
Puerto Rico and the 50 States*, 2005—=2022**
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Average Number of Children per Woman
Puerto Rico and the 50 States*, 2005-2022
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Average Number of Children per Woman
Puerto Rico and the 50 States*, 2005-2022
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Migration survey sponsored by the Puerto Rico
Chamber of Commerce

* Only 32% of those living in the mainland and who migrated
within the last 10 years would consider coming back within
the next five years.

* Main reasons for moving to the mainland
* Improve quality of life

e Economic reasons
e Children educatoin



Return Migration
* Mainreason for returning were family reasons
and not economic reasons

e 19% of those who returned from the mainland are
considering going back.



Incentives for Return Migration

Most of those who moved to the mainland have no
intention of coming back.

If the main reasons for coming back are family reasons,
providing economic incentives for coming back are not
likely to be effective.



Summary: Migration trends 2005-2022

Seen in the context of interstate migration, Puerto Rico’s migration flows rank at the bottom
of all jurisdictions.

*» The number of out-migrants x 1,000 population is among the lowest among all
states, with the exception of the 2014-2017 period when it approaches the median
level of migration and the year 2018 that was one of hte higest dure to hurricane
Maria

» Thelevel of interstate in-migrants was the lowest during the whole period.
» The level of in-migrants from abroad is one of the lowest during the whole period.

» The promotion of return migratin is not likely to have a noticeble impact inreducing
net negative migration/



Promote immigration from foreigners

* Foreigners already living in the mainland

* Directly from abroad



Conclusions

Negative net migration is not due to high levels of out-
migration.

Negative net migration is due to very low leves of in-migration,
from the mainland and from abroad.



Recommendation

Develop public policies to promote workers inmigration by
foreigners, from the mainland and from abroad, to aliviate labor

shortages.

Promote the relocation to Puerto Rico of foreigners lving in the
mainland.

Work with the Federal Government to develop a specialvisa
program to recruit foreign workers and their families.
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